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Def i ni t i on:  I nspect s f r esh f r ui t s and/ or  veget abl es accor di ng t o 
st andar ds of  qual i t y,  condi t i on,  s i ze,  pack and ot her  f act or s as 
est abl i shed by st at e and f eder al  l aws and/ or  r egul at i ons and 
cer t i f i es compl i ance or  non- compl i ance.   Enf or ces st at e l aws and 
r egul at i ons r el at ed t o f r esh f r ui t s and/ or  veget abl es.   Cer t i f i es 
compl i ance wi t h expor t  r egul at i ons and f or ei gn count r y 
phyt osani t ar y r equi r ement s,  i ncl udi ng t r eat ment  of  pr oduct .   
Gr ades r aw pr oduct ( s)  f or  pr ocessi ng under  cont r act  
speci f i cat i on’ s,  f eder al  or  st at e gr adi ng st andar ds,  or  a 
combi nat i on of  t he t wo.   Pr ovi des i nf or mat i on t o pr oducer s,  
packer s,  and ot her  f i nanci al l y i nt er est ed par t i es as t o:  ( a)  
qual i t y/ condi t i on of  t he pr oduct ,  ( b)  i nt er pr et at i on of  gr adi ng 
st andar ds,  r egul at i ons,  and i nspect i on pr ocedur es,  and,  ( c)  
opt i ons or  al t er nat i ves f or  cor r ect i on of  non- compl yi ng l ot s of  
pr oduct ( s) .  
 
Di st i ngui shi ng Char act er i st i cs:   Empl oyees i n t hi s c l ass ar e 
f ul l y  qual i f i ed,  j our ney- l evel  hor t i cul t ur e i nspect or s,  wor ki ng 
under  gener al  l i mi t ed super vi s i on i nspect i ng and cer t i f y i ng 
assi gned hor t i cul t ur al  commodi t i es wi t hi n a hor t i cul t ur e 
di st r i ct .  
 
Typi cal  Wor k 
 
Sel ect s and i nspect s sampl es of  f r esh f r ui t s and/ or  veget abl es at  
shi ppi ng poi nt s;  i nspect s f or  a wi de var i et y of  qual i t y f act or s 
such as,  col or ,  bl emi shes,  shape,  mechani cal  damage,  and evi dence 
of  i nsect  and/ or  di sease;  i nspect s f or  condi t i on of  pr oduct  as t o 
f act or s of  mat ur i t y/ f i r mness/ f r eshness,  pr esence and degr ee of  
l at ent  condi t i on def ect s occur r i ng subsequent  t o gr adi ng and 
packi ng;  i nspect s f or  pr oper  s i z i ng of  pr oduct ,  t i ght ness and/ or  
f i l l  of  pack,  and cor r ect  l abel i ng as r equi r ed by gr ade 
st andar ds;  det er mi nes gr ade( s) ,  c l assi f i cat i on( s) ,  or  per cent ages 
of  usabl e st ock of  r aw pr oduct  f or  pr ocessi ng;  
 
Super vi ses f umi gat i on’ s or  ot her  t r eat ment s f or  cont r ol  of  i nsect  
i nf est at i on and makes appr opr i at e cer t i f i cat i on;  
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I ssues f eder al - st at e cer t i f i cat es,  st at e cer t i f i cat es,  shi ppi ng 
document s and ot her  c l ear ance document s f or  domest i c and f or ei gn 
dest i nat i ons,  det ai l ed i nspect i on not esheet s of  sampl es 
i nspect ed,  f eder al  phyt osani t ar y cer t i f i cat es,  ( when pr oper l y 
l i censed)  and st at e phyt osani t ar y cer t i f i cat es decl ar i ng pr esence 
or  absence of  pest s and di sease.   I ssues not i ces on non- compl yi ng 
pr oduct ( s)  and t akes r egul at or y act i ons as necessar y;  i ssues 
cer t i f i cat es i ndi cat i ng qual i t y l evel s or  per cent ages of  
mar ket abl e st ock f or  payment  t o t he pr oducer  by t he buyer  or  
pr ocessor ;  
 
Assi st s i n i nspect i on,  gr adi ng,  and cer t i f i cat i on of  nat i ve and 
non- nat i ve f r ui t s and/ or  veget abl es at  r ecei v i ng poi nt s;  per f or ms 
pl at f or m i nspect i ons of  hor t i cul t ur al  commodi t i es t o be put  i nt o 
st or age;  makes pl at f or m i nspect i ons of  f r ui t s and/ or  veget abl es 
f or  payment  t o pr oducer  by t he pr ocessor ;  
 
I nst r uct s,  t r ai ns,  and pr ovi des over si ght  of  ent r ance- l evel  
hor t i cul t ur e i nspect or s and t r ai nees;  
 
Cal cul at es f ees on i nspect i on document s;  cal cul at es and col l ect s 
i nspect i on f ees and assessment s f or  commodi t y commi ssi ons f r om 
i nci dent al  i nspect i on appl i cant s such as gr ower s,  t r ucker s,  and 
ot her s not  havi ng est abl i shed a cr edi t  account .  
 
Wr i t es ot her  r epor t s concer ni ng hi s/ her  i nspect i ons,  as 
necessar y;  
 
Per f or ms ot her  wor k as r equi r ed.  
 
Knowl edge and Abi l i t i es 
 
Knowl edge of :   Washi ngt on f r ui t  and veget abl e pr oduct s;  f r ui t  and 
veget abl e i nspect i on t echni ques,  pr ocedur es,  and pr act i ces;  
Feder al  Shi ppi ng Poi nt  Handbook( s) ,  commodi t y handbooks,  wr i t t en 
i nspect i on memor anda and i nst r uct i ons,  v i sual  ai des,  and ot her  
st at e,  f eder al ,  and f or ei gn r egul at i ons gover ni ng i nspect i on,  
gr adi ng,  quar ant i ne,  and cer t i f i cat i on of  pr oduct s i nspect ed;  
depar t ment  st andar ds and pr ocedur es f or  enf or cement  of  f r esh 
f r ui t  and/ or  veget abl e r egul at i ons,  Washi ngt on l aws and 
r egul at i ons gover ni ng cont r ol l ed at mospher e st or age;  met hods and 
pr act i ces used i n har vest i ng,  shi ppi ng,  and mar ket i ng of  f r esh 
f r ui t  and/ or  veget abl e commodi t i es.  
 
Abi l i t i es:   under st and and f ol l ow pr ocedur es and pr act i ces whi ch 
have been devel oped;  wi t hst and t r ade pr essur es;  i nt er pr et  and 
appl y gr ade st andar ds and i nspect i on pr ocedur es c l ear l y and 
convi nci ngl y expl ai n t o t he i nspect i on appl i cant s or  t o ot her  
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i nt er est ed per sons;  deal  t act f ul l y  and compet ent l y wi t h member s 
of  t he t r ade;  t r ai n,  i nst r uct ,  and check wor k of  ent r ance- l evel  
hor t i cul t ur e i nspect or s;  i nt er pr et ,  expl ai n,  and appl y st at e and 
f eder al  f r ui t  and/ or  veget abl e r egul at i ons;  enf or ce hor t i cul t ur al  
l aws,  usi ng mat ur e j udgment  and pr oduct  knowl edge;  wr i t e and 
speak cl ear l y,  conci sel y,  accur at el y,  and i nf or mat i vel y;  l i f t  and 
handl e cust omar y packages of  pr oduct s,  e. g. ,  appl es i n 
appr oxi mat el y 50 pound cont ai ner s and pot at oes i n appr oxi mat el y 
100 pound sacks;  di st i ngui sh col or  var i at i ons.  
 
Mi ni mum Qual i f i cat i ons 
 
One year  of  exper i ence as a Hor t i cul t ur e I nspect or  Tr ai nee or  
equi val ent .  
 
Not e:   A val i d l i cense i ssued by t he Uni t ed St at es Depar t ment   of  
Agr i cul t ur e t o i nspect  hor t i cul t ur al  pr oduct s i s r equi r ed pr i or  
t o appoi nt ment  t o t hi s c l ass.   A val i d l i cense t o oper at e a mot or  
vehi c l e i n Washi ngt on St at e i s r equi r ed.   Posi t i ons r equi r e t he 
l i f t i ng of  packaged commodi t i es whi ch may wei gh up t o 100 pounds.  
 
Revi sed:   10- 1- 69 
Ti t l e change ( f or mer l y Hor t i cul t ur e I nspect or  2) :   6- 10- 71 
Revi sed mi ni mum qual i f i cat i ons:   11- 8- 71 
Revi sed di st i ngui shi ng char act er i st i cs and mi ni mum 
qual i f i cat i ons:   3- 15- 85 
Revi sed def i ni t i on:   1- 13- 89 
Revi sed def i ni t i on,  mi ni mum qual i f i cat i ons and di st ungui shi ng 
char act er i st i cs:   7- 1- 96 


